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Dear Seventh Grade Parents,

During the 2008-2009 school year Lanier Middle School implemented Algebra for high school
credit to the majority of Vanguard 8% graders. There are now two different courses: Pre-IB Algebra and
Regular Algebra, The matrix below will be used to determine each child’s 8t grade placement.

Criteria 8h STAAR Stanford10 Student’s: homework IOWA Algebra Total Points
Scores habits Aptitude Test Possible
Maximum 4 points 4 points 4 points 4 points 16 points
Points

In order for a student to be paced in Pre-IB Algebra, students must score a minimum of 13 out of
16 points on the above rubric. Evidence shows students who score 13 points or higher on the rubric are
_ more prepared to take part in the accelerated and rigorous Pre-IB Algebra curriculum. Pre-1B Algebra is
the first exposure of abstract mathematics to students, atypical to any mathematics instruction they have
experienced prior to this year. The Pre-IB Algebra | course is an intense course and is structured to be fast
paced and challenging. It is designed for students who already have an abstract thinking ability.

Students scoring 10 to 12 points will take Regular Algebra . This enriched curriculum will build
your child's conceptual understanding of simplifying expressions, solving equations, and functions —
specifically linear, quadratic, and exponential functions. Although still a rigorous course, the curricutum will
support a sound foundation in which to build future mathematics skills. This course will be more concrete
and hands on than our Pre-IB Algebra. Students will have more practice to gain a firm foundation in
Algebra |. Our data strongly supports the fact that students scoring 10 to 12 points on the rubric will benefit
highly from the instruction of the Regular Algebra course. Research shows that students placed in Pre-IB
Algebra | too early will not have the foundation for success in higher levels of mathematics.

Students scoring less than 10 points will be placed in our Pre-AP Math 8 Honors class. This
course is intended for students who lack mastery of the 8t grade TEKS and the abstract process
development necessary to be successful in Algebra. This course will go more in depth and cover more
material than the 7t Pre-AP math student and have exposure to Algebra 1 concepts.

Sincerely,

Sidney Lanier Middle School
Math Department
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Points 4

3 2

8th grade STAAR 90 —100%
Results (Mathematics
Subtest)

80—-89% | 70-79%

Below
70%

Score on Iowa Algebra 60 - 55
Aptitude Test
(Raw Score)

54 -50 49 -42

Below 42

Current Stanford 10
Results (National Grade 86 & up
Percentile Rank for
Grade 7 Total
Mathematics)

71-85 56-70

40-55

Below 40

Student’s homework
habits 90 - 100%

80—-89% | 75-79%

Below
75%

Placement:  Pre-IB Algebra
Regular Algebra
Pre-AP Math 8 Honors

13 - 16 points
10 — 12 points
below 10 points





