A Dinner Party Discussion in the Republic of Texas
Directions: In your cooperative groups, each of you will assume the identity of a person living in Texas during the time of the Republic. Then, as a group, compose a hypothetical dialogue that might have taken place at a dinner party between these people.

The TOPIC of discussion at this party will be about which President of the Republic of Texas has done the best job, HOUSTON or LAMAR.

Students should decide for themselves which President they are going to support during the dinner conversation.

Each person must have at least five lines of dialogue.  When you have completed this task, be prepared to perform your “play” in front of the class.  Be creative and have fun with this, but be historically accurate.

Quick Checklist:

· Your assignment is to create a skit/conversation among a group of people in the mid-19th century.

· Each group member should take on the role of a person living during this time period.  Your characters should be as authentic as possible.

· Your characters dialogue must be historically accurate and include several facts about the Mexican War (Each character needs to include at least 4 facts in their own lines).

· Your skit must be at least 5 minutes.

· Your characters may want to not only discuss the President’s solution to the issues facing Texas, but the issues themselves as well.
· You must include a NEATLY WRITTEN or TYPED script of dialogue to be turned in.  Your script must have a title page with the names of your group members and the Presidents they are arguing for (supporting).

· You may want to include props relevant to your conversation or you may want to “dress” the part.  It is up to you, and a good way to earn extra points.

Your Grade:

· Use of relevant props or costumes


20 points

· Content Requirements



30 points

· Script with cover




20 points

· Historical Accuracy




30 points

· Presentation 





20 points
Dinner Discussion Topics
Think about how did each president handled the problems of the Republic of Texas? Results?  

Make sure that you use the proper format for a play/skit.

Please include the following issues and/or events in your script:
· Financial Problems
· Debt

· Currency

· Taxes

· Government spending

· Military
· Late arrivals

· Navy

· Indian Problems
· Cherokees

· Comanches

· Council House Fight

· Treaties

· Location of the Capital
· Houston vs Austin

· Archives War

· Problems with Mexico
· Recognition

· Santa Fe Expedition

· Mexican invasions

· Texan invasion

· Black Beans

· Getting Recognition from other countries
· Great Britain

· France

· Netherlands

· Public Education
· Improvements

