Writing an Introductory Paragraph for a Research Paper
	Beginning Sentence(s)
	
	Here's your chance to introduce your topic and grab your reader's attention with a hook.  NEVER start your paper saying, "In this paper, I will" or "This paper is about." Start strong.  In your research, have you come across an odd factoid or interesting quote? Try starting your paper with that.  How about starting with an anecdotal story or humor?

	Middle Sentences
	
	Usually, the middle sentences cover the major points in your paper.  

	Ending Sentence

	
	All the previous sentences have been building up to this: your thesis. Your thesis statement expresses the overall idea of your paper and show where you stand on the topic. 


 

Example 

Here's an introductory paragraph for a paper.  The paper starts with a factoid, then presents each main point of the paper, and then ends with the thesis statement.
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Graphicnovels are comics in a trade paperback format—the story istold both through textand through
images. Graphicnovelsfirst appeared on the scene in 1978 and are steadily becomingmainstreamin
American culture (Maureen Mooney, 2002). In recentyears, much debate has been stirred regarding
whetherornot graphic novels have a place within a library’s collection. To most, comics and graphic
novels are silly, violentand chauvinistic. However comics are nolonger simply menin tights—many
graphicnovels deal with currentissues, serious subjects and leaming. Graphic novels have maturedto
become alegit form of literature with many titles winning major iterary awards, including the Pulitzer
Prize. While the overall general public tends to feelthat graphic novels are a frivolous use of library
budget, more and more librarians are finding that graphic novels are powerfultools in getting reluctant
studentstoread.




