La Salle Chronology
	Date
	Event

	1643
	La Salle is born in Rouen, France.

	1671-81
	La Salle explores the Great Lakes and Midwest regions of the U.S.

	1682, January
	La Salle expedition heads south on the Mississippi.

	April
	Discovery of the mouth of the Mississippi. Half of the continent is formally claimed for France and Louis XIV.

	September 
	La Salle returns to Illinois.

	November
	La Salle sails for France to gather support for his plan to reach the Mississippi from the Gulf of Mexico and start a permanent settlement.

	1684, April
	Louis XIV commissions La Salle to carry out his plan.

	August
	About 300 people depart from France aboard L'Aimable, Belle, Le Joly and Saint-Francois.

	September
	Most of the fleet arrives at Santo Domingo. Spanish pirates had seized Saint-Francois a few days earlier.

	November
	The three remaining ships sail toward the presumed mouth of the Mississippi.

	1685, January
	Landfall on Texas Gulf Coast.

	February
	Belle safely enters Matagorda Bay.

	February
	L'Aimable runs aground trying to enter narrow channel. Many of the supplies needed for the founding of the colony are lost.

	March
	Le Joly leaves for France. About 180 people stay to found the colony.

	March
	La Salle sets out with 52 men in five canoes to reconnoiter "Baye St. Louis" and find a favorable site for a permanent settlement.

	April
	Fort St. Louis construction begins.

	June
	Group of 70 colonists departs from an island camp, headed for Fort St. Louis.

	July
	Joutel and his contingent, who had stayed behind at the island camp, arrive at Fort St. Louis on the Belle.

	October
	La Salle and 50 men go in canoes to search for the mouth of the Mississippi. The Belle follows with 37 men. No contact between the two groups for a month.

	December
	The land party finds Belle's Capt. Richaud and his men murdered in their sleep.

	1686, January
	La Salle leaves the Belle again to explore by land.

	February
	The Belle wrecked in storm.

	March
	La Salle party reaches anchorage; the Belle is not there.

	March
	La Salle party returns to Fort St. Louis.

	May
	Six survivors from the Belle reach Fort St. Louis in a canoe. She ran aground very shortly after La Salle's departure; these people stayed on Matagorda Peninsula near the wreck for three months.

	1687, January
	La Salle leaves for Illinois with 17 men to seek assistance, leaving only 20 people behind at the fort. Illness and hostile natives already have claimed the rest.

	March
	La Salle is assassinated by his own men.

	April
	Spanish expedition of Rivas and Iriarte finds the remains of the Belle.

	1688, December
or 1689, January
	With colonists weakened by smallpox, Indians capture Fort St. Louis. A few children taken captive, later rescued by the Spanish.

	1689, April
	Gen. Alonso de Leon's expedition finds the remains of Fort St. Louis.


