Mexican War

Problems with annexation and a dispute over the U.S. - Mexican border led to the Mexican War. The U.S. claimed the Rio Grande (Rio Norte in Mexico) as the southern border of Texas; Mexico claimed the Nueces River near Corpus Christi as the boundary. Mexico and the U.S. sent troops into the disputed area. Each side blamed the other for starting the war by invading their land and committing atrocities against their citizens and property. 
President James K. Polk – War Message to Congress 

February, 1846
Beginning the Mexican War
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As war exists, and, notwithstanding all our efforts to avoid it, exists by the act of Mexico herself, we are called upon by every consideration of duty and patriotism to vindicate with decision the honor, the rights, and the interests of our country. . . . 
In further vindication of our rights and defense of our territory, I invoke the prompt action of Congress to recognize the existence of the war, and to place at the disposition of the Executive the means of prosecuting the war with vigor, and thus hastening the restoration of peace. . . 
Causes and Effects of the Mexican - American War
                              Causes










Effects

*Disputes over the United States’ annexation of Texas                                  *Santa Anna flees to Jamaica
* Boundary disputes between U.S. & Mexico




  *Mexico cedes almost 50% of its land to the 
* Mexico’s refusal to negotiate with the U.S.                                                     U.S. in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo                                             
Battles of the Mexican-American War
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The U.S. army eventually overpowered the less equipped Mexican army. The battles were fierce. Many of those who fought would later go on to be political and military leaders in the U.S. – particularly in the years leading up to and including the Civil War. The war ended in defeat for Mexico, made official when both sides signed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. The U.S. gained control of all land between Texas and California for $15 million (the Mexican Cession). The acquisition of California had tremendous implications >>GOLD RUSH!! The Rio Grande was now the border of the U.S. and Mexico. The Texas Annexation & the Mexican Cession almost doubled the size of the U.S.
The Compromise of 1850 was actually five separate bills in the U.S. Congress, attempting to find a final solution to the conflict between the North and South. As part of the compromise, Texas surrendered its claim to land along the upper Rio Grande (in modern-day New Mexico), including Santa Fe, in return for a payment of $10 million from the United States. The compromise also provided for the admission of California as a free state, provided that the New Mexico Territory would have no restrictions on slavery, abolished the slave trade in the District of Columbia, and passed a strong fugitive slave law. 

