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NIGHTJOHN STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS 

CHAPTER 2 
Discussion questions 
1. Why did Sarny have to chew on tobacco leaves? 
2. What sort of relationship does the missus have with slaves? 
3. Delie told Sarny to hide the money she found, “Somebody see that and they’ll come along and take it from you.” Infer what might have made Delie say that. 
4. Why do you think Waller would not let them pray? 
5. What’s the simile on page 23? 
6. What can you predict about Night John if he cost Waller $1,000 to buy? 

CHAPTER 3 

1. Waller doesn’t have an overseer. Why does Sarny think this is? But he does have drivers. What do they have? 
2. Describe how Nightjohn was brought in. Why would Waller have brought him in that way? 
3. What marks are on Nightjohn’s body? What does that mean? 
4. Page 32 onomatopoeia – where is it? 
5. What does Nightjohn want? Why doesn’t Sarny tell him at first that she has some? 
6. What had mammy/Delie warned Sarny about when she caught her writing “100 lbs” in the past? 
7. What can Nightjohn offer? 
8. What does he teach her? 
9. Why does he say they don’t let slaves read? 
10. What’s an external conflict from this section? Internal conflict? 
11. What’s an example of cause and effect in this section? 
12. Is learning how to read worth the risk? Would you take the risk? Why or why not?   

13. Summarize a typical day in the life of a field working slave. 

Writing Exercise 
1. Is learning how to read worth the risk? Would you take the risk? Why or why not? 

2. Summarize a typical day in the life of a field working slave. 


