The first 297 families…..

Stephen F. Austin soon restored the good spirit of the colony.  By the spring of 1825, 297 families were living in Austin’s colony.  These original families were known as the “ Old Three-Hundred”  for obvious reasons.  During the summer of 1823, Stephen F. Austin chose a place for the capital, or seat of government, of his colony.  He established the capital in present day Austin County and named it San Felipe de Austin.
Laws, Laws, and New Laws
In 1824, the Mexican congress passed the National Colonization Law.  This caused Texas to be considered a department within the state of Coahuila.  The capital of this new state was called Saltillo, a beautiful city 50 miles south of Monterrey.  The first representative from Texas to serve in the state legislature was Baron de Bastrop.  In 1825, the state legislature passed a state law opening Texas to all foreign immigration.  In fact, new immigrants did not have to pay taxes for ten years.  The only requirement for settlement was to honor the Roman Catholic faith.  This was the beginning of a new era for Texas, as thousands of people began pouring into Texas.
The Empresarios
The Mexicans used the term, empresarios, to describe the business people who brought settlers to occupy Texas Land.  After Stephen F. Austin, the most successful empresario was Green De Witt, also from Missouri.  Despite repeated attacks by the Comanches, the DeWitt colony eventually became one of the most prosperous settlements in Texas.
The Tejanos
Martin de Leon and Lorenzo de Zavala were native-born Mexicans who were also empresarios.  They were among 3,500 to 4,000 Tejanos, or Mexicans living in Texas during the 1820’s.  There were some conflicts between the Tejanos and settlers from the U.S., as each group had different ways of life.  But for the most part, there was peace and cooperation during the colonial era.
Austin’s little colony that could…..
The second of Austin’s additional grants was awarded in 1827.  They settled east of the Colorado River and north of the El Camino Real.  This settlement was called Austin’s “Little Colony”.  The town of Bastrop was chosen as the capital of the colony.  Due to Bastrop’s location on the frontier, Austin organized a town militia. He also gained support from the friendly Tonkawas as allies.
Stephen F Austin: Friend to the people

Historians have recognized Austin as the most important colonizer in all of North America from 1821 until his death in 1836.  This was not because he was the first of the most powerful colonizers in Texas.  It was instead, because he saw his task as providing a future for families.  Austin was more than an empresario:  he was a friend and advisor to the colonists. 
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