Outlining Persuasive Texts

I. Introduction 

A. Open with a sentence that captures the audience’s attention. 

This may be from research notes, i.e., an important statistic or fact, or may be a persuasive technique or appeal. 

B. The problem or the challenge is then stated, along with a proposed solution. 

II. Body (may be more or less than three paragraphs and will include appeals and opposing viewpoints) 

A. First major point and how it can be addressed 

B. Second major point and how it can be addressed 

C. Third major point and how it can be addressed 

III. Conclusion 

A. A final vision of how the problem or challenge can be addressed 

B. End with a drastic appeal or call to action (use one or more persuasive techniques) 

After completion of outlines, discuss the following questions: 

· Did you have sufficient evidence to support your thesis? 

· Do you need to change the order of the major points you are making? 

· Did you include persuasive techniques and appeals appropriate for the audience?
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