Place this paper on page 58 in your notebook 
So Why is Columbus Really Important?

Assignment #2

Step #1 - Read my answers:

· He showed that the taking of land, wealth, and labor from indigenous people in the Western Hemisphere, leading to their near extermination, was profitable.
· He showed that the transatlantic slave trade, which created a racial underclass, was profitable.

If you don’t believe me, let’s listen to Columbus himself…
Step #2 - Read excerpts for Columbus’s journal

“At daybreak great multitudes of men came to the shore, all young and of fine shapes, and very handsome.”  

“I was very attentive to them, and strove to learn if they had any gold.  Seeing some of them with little bits of metal hanging at their noses, I gathered from then by signs that by going southward of steering round the island in that direction, there would be found a king who possessed great cups full of gold.” 

Upon finding the king the next day…….

    “I could conquer the whole of them with fifty men and govern them as I pleased.”

Step #3 – Read the following additional information about Columbus:

Columbus’s second voyage would include seventeen ships, 1500 men, cannons, crossbows, guns, cavalry, and attack dogs.
Some thoughts…

“When history textbooks leave out the Arawaks, they offend Native Americans.  When they omit the possibility of African explorers before Columbus, they offend African-Americans.  When they glorify Columbus, our textbooks prod us toward identifying with the oppressor.  Perhaps worst of all, when textbooks paint simplistic portraits of a heroic Columbus, they provide feel-good history that bores everyone.”
Other thoughts…

“Columbus is not a hero in Mexico, even though Mexico is much more Spanish in culture than the United States and might be expected to take pride in this hero of Spanish history.  Why not?  Because Mexico is also more Indian than the U.S., and Mexicans perceive Columbus as white and European.  “No sensible Indian person or African-American person can celebrate the arrival of Columbus.  Cherishing Columbus is a characteristic of white history, not American history.”

