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Spanish Missions and Presidios
Setting the Scene
In the 1500’s, __________ was the dominant power in the Americas.  A growing French presence in the _________________  __________________, however, made the Spanish nervous about French intentions in Texas.  The Spanish government sought to strengthen its claims in Texas by building ___________________ and __________________.

How did the French get into the story?

Spain wasn’t the only nation interested in Texas.  In ________, the French king funded an expedition to lands west of the Louisiana Territory, which France had claimed the year before.  Sailing from the West Indies a French explorer and adventurer named                                    ___________ __________ ____________, _______ __ _________ over shot the mouth of the Mississippi river and landed in Texas, ________ miles off course.  They built a settlement called _________ __ _________ and claimed Texas for France.  Karankawa Indians destroyed the colony within the first four years.
The Mission-Presidio System

Finding the French near provoked great fear among the Spanish.  Clearly, the Spanish were not in control of Texas.  They needed a plan or a system that would help them gain control in Texas.

*A ___________________ - was a settlement set up in Indian Territory.  __________ started these missions.  They invited Indians to live at the mission.  There the Friars taught them about Christianity and the language and customs of Spain.  Missions were to be self-sufficient.
*The Goal of the Missions – was to transform the Native Americans into Christians and loyal Spanish subjects.

*A __________________ - protected a mission.  They were forts that offered safety from unfriendly Indians.  They also helped control the Native Americans in the missions.

Let’s look at Mission San Jose…

The First Missions in Texas

In the 1680’s the Spanish tried to settle Texas.  In 1682 they built the missions of ____________ _____________ ___ ___ ____________ among the Tigua people, near present-day El Paso.
The search for LaSalle’s fort in 1689 brought the Spanish in contact with local Indians.  These were the ____________ people, who were a group of Caddo Indians.  The Spanish called them “_______________”, a Caddoan word for “friend”.  It is from this word that Texas takes its name.

