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Steps Toward Revolution (1830-1835)

	As settlers came to Texas, they set up their own schools, their own newspapers, and their own militias for protection from Indians. All of these institutions operated independently of the Mexican government.

	1.  Why would the Mexican government be angry about Texas setting up its own schools?



	The Decree of April 6, 1830 created the following restrictions:

• Stopped all legal immigration from the United States

• Set up forts with Mexican army stationed along the Texas (Mexico)/United States border to restrict immigration and stop slave trade, illegal smuggling and land speculation. 

• Imposed custom duties or tariffs [taxes on imports] on goods traded from the United States – the main source of trade goods for Anglos in East Texas.
	2.  What did the Law of April 6 do?



	Turtle Bayou Resolutions - 1832. Fighting began over Mexican efforts to collect the taxes required by the Decree of 1830. Colonists wrote a document stating that they were loyal to Mexico, and they were supporters of Santa Anna, who was trying to take over the government.
	3.  Why would colonists try to be peaceful by writing the Turtle Bayou Resolutions first?



	Velasco – 1832. Fighting between a group of colonists and Mexican soldiers in the town of Velasco took place because of a cannon. Although both sides lost fighters, the colonists won.
	

	Conventions of 1832 and 1833. Colonists had these meetings to ask the Mexican government for some very specific things:

• permit immigration from the U.S. again

• improved educational opportunities

• not having to pay taxes imposed by the Decree of 1830

• protection from Indians

• make Texas a separate state within Mexico
Stephen Austin was chosen by the Convention of 1833 delegates to deliver its requests to Santa Anna in Mexico City. He went there with the intention of keeping peace in Texas.
	4.  Do you think Mexico would agree to what the colonists asked them for?



	Santa Anna agrees; Austin imprisoned – 1833. President Santa Anna agreed to almost everything the settlers asked for, except the request to make Texas a separate state within Mexico. Everything looked fine, until the Mexican government found a letter that Stephen Austin had written telling settlers to set up a separate state government without Mexican permission. Santa Anna had Austin imprisoned. Austin would stay a prisoner for almost 2 years.
	5.   Why did Santa Anna have Austin imprisoned?



	Reforms begun - 1834. The Mexican government began doing the things the colonists had requested. They allowed immigrants to come from the United States, recognized English as an official language, changed court procedures so that they resembled American courts, and instituted a policy of religious tolerance. Everything seemed to be going well.
	 6.   Why would the Mexican government   begin to make reforms?

	Trouble at Anahuac – 1835. A group of businessmen argued that the tariffs were not being collected equally at all Mexican ports, and refused to pay them. The Mexican commander at Anahuac had the leader of the businessmen arrested. A group of Texans led by William B. Travis went to Anahuac and forced the commander and his men to surrender and leave Texas. The commander of the Mexican forces in Coahuila, General Cós, who was also Santa Anna’s brother-in-law, wanted other Texas leaders to arrest Travis and his men. Instead, they wrote a letter of apology which the general rejected.
	7.  How do you think Santa Anna felt about the businessmen’s behavior?  


