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The Case of the Murdered Mayor

It is time to put your forensic skills to the test! You have been called to solve The Case of the Murdered
Mayor. As part of a forensic investigation team, you will perform realistic simulations of forensic
investigation techniques including fingerprint analysis, hair evidence analysis, blood typing, impression
analysis,-and entomological evidence analysis. To attempt to solve this crime, you must follow these
important steps:

1. Read the Case Background and the descriptions of the suspects.
2. Carefully analyze and consider all of the collected evidence.
3. Determine which suspect (or suspects) had both motive and opportunity to commit the crime.

4, Submit a written report of your findings. Evaluate the evidence, name your primary suspect(s), and
describe the most likely series of events leading up to and following the mayor’s death.

The following information may help you in your investigations:

* You may have only a small amount of a substance to work with as evidence. Handle evidence
carefully and make sure everything you work with is clearly labeled.

“ e As you work to find the truth, avoid jumping to conclusions. Carefully analyze the evidence and
form your opinion based only upon the facts.

* Not all evidence is equally helpful in solving a crime.

* You may process evidence incorrectly or make a mistake, making the evidence inconclusive or
unusable. Continue the investigation and revisit the evidence later, if possible.

*  Once you have analyzed the evidence and you think you know who might have committed the
crime, try to determine a motive as well.

Case Background

At first, many residents of Allenville celebrated the election of Robert Burlington as mayor. Burlington
had grown up in the rural, working-class town. He went off to college, married, and eventually returned
to Allenville, becoming a partner in a struggling local investment firm. As a candidate, Burlington
promised to make Allenville a great place to live and work. He ran against incumbent mayor Timothy
Taylor, who tried to maintain the sleepy image of Allenville. Though a number of people spoke out
against him during the campaign (including local environmentalist Pam Preston), Burlington won by a
nNarrow margin.

Within a year, however, rumors began to circulate that Burlington was taking bribes from businessmen
lobbying to build an industrial park in Allenville. The proposed industrial site was home to a few small
businesses and a wilderness area called Lake Larson Park. Burlington did in fact support the industrial
park, and he argued that a new road should be built to access it. If approved, the project would destroy
much of the forested area surrounding Lake Larson Park as well as some adjacent farmland. The local
newspaper published editorials accusing the mayor of destroying small businesses, the environment, and
the tourist trade. Concerned citizens Matthew Maloy and Vic Velto started a petition to remove the
mayor from office, but failed to get enough signatures. Shortly thereafter, the mayor was seen having a
heated and very public argument with his wife, Nicole. The following day, observant citizens saw Nicole
Burlington driving through town in a new car and wearing an expensive fur coat.
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