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The last town council meeting held before Burlington’s death was a nightmare for residents. A critical
vote to annex the land for the industrial park and for approval of the connecting road was coming up in
three days. Butlington had thus far bullied the town council into approving his plans, and many felt that
Allenville would be forever changed by the results of the upcoming meeting. In front of the town
council, the mayor dismissed his opponents’ criticism as “small-town thinking” and stated that he was on
2 mission to make Allenville more prosperous. When residents objected, Burlington angrily replied that
he was the mayor and that no one in town could stop him. At this point in the proceedings, councilman
Chris Cunningham publicly accused the mayor of lying and taking bribes. The mayor abruptly ended the
meeting and stormed out of the building as the town hall erupted into chaos.

One day before the planned town council vote, Nicole Burlington reported her husband missing. She
claims that he told her he was going to “a silly meeting,” but he never returned. Five days after the town
council meeting, Burlington’s car was found on an unpaved, isolated road near Lake Larson. The mayor
was not there, but his keys were in the ignition. Several drops of blood were found on the front seat. A
tire iron, smudged with blood, was found in the woods near the car. A second set of tire tracks was found
near the mayor’s cat. The tracks followed a muddy road to a deserted cabin deeper in the woods.

Entering the cabin, the investigators immediately knew they were looking at a crime scene. A glass
window was shattered and the furniture in the cabin was scattered and broken, suggesting a struggle had
taken place. Mayor Robert Burlington lay on his side, a single bullet hole in his chest. He also had a
large wound on the back of his head. It was apparent that he had been dead for a while; the stench of
decay was present and maggot activity was evident on the body.

" The investigators gathered five different types of evidence for comparison and fyrther analysis.

1. Blood Evidence. Investigators collected samples of blood from the victim, the victim's cas, the cabin
floor, and the tire iron. Later, they collected blood samples from the six suspects.

2. Hair Evidence. Investigators collected samples of hair from the victim’s clothing, the victim’s car,
and the cabin floor. Later, they collected and analyzed hair samples from the six suspects’ vehicles.

3. Fingerprint Evidence. Investigators obtained fingerprint samples from the victim, from a piece of
broken glass in the cabin, from a bloodstained piece of wood in. the cabin, and from the tire iron.
Later, they collected fingerprint samples from the six suspects.

4. Impression Evidence. Investigators photographed the tire impression found at the cabin crime
scene. Later, they photographed the tires of vehicles belonging to the six suspects.

5. Entomological Evidence. Investigators collected insect larvae (i.e., maggots) from the victim's head
and chest wound sites.

©2007 Carolina Biological Supply Company 5-2





