The Republic of Texas

Significant Individuals and Events

• Sam Houston was the successful commander of the Texas army during the Revolution, the first (and third) president of the Republic of Texas, a U.S. senator from Texas after annexation, and a governor from Texas. He was forced to resign from the governorship in 1861 when he refused to support secession. 

• Mirabeau B. Lamar was the second president of the Republic of Texas, chose Austin as the state capital, forced the Cherokees to leave Texas, and is known as 

the “Father of Texas Education” because of his strong support for public education. 

• Anson Jones was the fourth and last president of the Republic of Texas. He presided over annexation. 

• Edwin W. Moore was the commander of the Texas Navy during the Republic of Texas. 

• Jack Coffee Hays was one of the most famous Texas Rangers during the years of the Republic of Texas. He joined the Rangers in their early year and helped create 

the Ranger tradition. 

• Chief Bowles was the principal chief of the Cherokees in Texas. When attempts to negotiate a lasting treaty between the Cherokees and the Republic failed, he 

fought to resist Lamar’s order expelling the tribe from Texas. He was killed in battle in 1839. 

• William Goyens was a free African-American who moved to Nacogdoches in 1820. In spite of laws placing severe limits on African-Americans he was a successful businessman – blacksmith, wagon maker, freight hauler, inn operator and landowner. He was also an agent to the Cherokees during the Revolution. 

• Mary Maverick was the wife of Samuel Maverick (who fought in the Texas revolution). She kept diaries about her pioneer life in Texas and used them to write her memoirs which provide much information about her life on the frontier. 

• José Antonio Navarro was a Tejano supporter of Texas independence, one of three Tejano signers of the Texas Declaration of Independence, voted for annexation by the United States, helped write the state constitution of 1845, was elected twice to the state Senate and defended Texas’ right to secede in 1861. 

• The Córdova Rebellion was an unsuccessful uprising in 1838 by Tejanos and Native Americans (led by Vicente Córdova, a Mexican agent) against the Republic of Texas. Some of the issues were a feeling that Tejanos were being marginalized by the Republic and a desire by Native Americans to acquire legal title to their land, 

which they thought they were more likely to get from Mexico than from the Republic. 

• The Council House Fight was a battle between Texas officials and Comanches in San Antonio in 1840, who had agreed to meet to try to resolve the conflict 

between the Texans and Comanches. The Fight ended any chance of peace between the two groups and led to years of warfare. 

• The Santa Fe Expedition was sent by President Lamar to try to capture Santa Fe, a trade center on the upper Rio Grande. 
