Place this paper on page 56 in your notebook
The True Importance of Christopher Columbus 
“In fourteen hundred and ninety-three, Columbus stole all he could see.”   - Traditional Verse, Updated.

Christopher Columbus:

· Portrayed as America’s first great hero.

· He is one of only two people the United States honors by name in a national holiday.

· Like Christ, he is used to divide the past into sections, making the Americas before Columbus, Pre-Columbian.

“In a sense, Columbus’s voyage was not the first but the last ‘discovery’ of the Americas.”

· Everyone’s first mistake is to underplay previous explorers.

· People from other continents had reached the Americas many times before 1492.

· Europeans were already fishing off the coast of Newfoundland in the 1480’s.

The following groups had already reached the Americas prior to Columbus:
Irish

British

Icelandics

West Africans

Spanish

Siberians

Indonesians

Japanese

Chinese

Afro-Phoenicians

Assignment #1

Step #1- Read THE IMPORTANCE OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS: A TEXTBOOK’S TALE

Step #2- Now read the Primary Source Evidence, 1-5.  

Step #3- Edit the tale by crossing out any information in the tale that is incorrect or can not be proven and replace it with the correct information.  The 1st correction has been done for you.  There are approximately 7 more incorrect statements to cross out and correct.

Place this paper on back of The True Importance of Columbus sheet
Primary Source Evidence #1:
· Columbus claimed to be from Genoa, Italy.
· Columbus was unable to write in Italian, even when writing to people in Genoa.

Primary Source Evidence #2:
· Few people on both sides of the Atlantic believed in 1492 that the world was flat.
· It looks round.
· It casts a circular shadow on the moon.
· Sailors see its roundness when ships disappear over the horizon.
“The Church says that the earth is flat, but I know that it is round, for I have seen the shadow on the moon, and I have more faith in a shadow than in the Church.” -  Ferdinand Magellan 1487

Primary Source Evidence #3:
· Columbus was immediately outfitted for a much larger second voyage upon his return.
· In 1499, he reaped a major gold strike on Haiti.
· Columbus died well-off and left his heirs well taken care of.
· All descendants of Columbus have the title “Admiral of the Ocean Sea”.  Even today…his eighteenth generation descendant.

Primary Source Evidence #4:
· Columbus wrote in his own journal that he knew he had discovered a “new continent”.

· His own journal also reveals that the three ships enjoyed “lovely sailing” the entire trip.

· So calm that for days at a time sailors were able to “converse from one ship to the other”.

· The only time they “experienced high seas was the last day”, when they knew they were near land.

Primary Source Evidence #5:
· “The three ships were fully suited to his purpose.” - Pietro Barozzi ranking officer on Columbus’ crew.
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