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The Bonsai

Directions: Read the selection. Then read the summary. Evaluate the summary by filling in the blanks.

	The Bonsai

1Bonsai (from bon meaning “tray-like pot” and sai meaning “planting”) is a Japanese art form using miniature trees grown in flat trays or small containers. 

2A bonsai is created beginning with a small cutting or seedling of a species suitable for bonsai development. 3Bonsai can be created from nearly any perennial woody-stemmed tree or shrub that produces branches. 4Some species are popular as bonsai material because they have small leaves that make them the perfect size for sculpting into the desired visual appeal of bonsai. 5Bonsai can be cultivated to remain small through pot confinement and by pruning the roots. 

6One of the main purposes of bonsai is to teach the grower about patience and effort and to provide the grower with the opportunity to use his or her creativity and imagination in sculpting the tree. 7By contrast with other plant cultivation practices, bonsai is meant to be enjoyed by the viewer and is not intended for production of food, for medicine, or for creating yard-size or park-size gardens or landscapes.

(Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 




The Bonsai

A Student’s Summary: 

1Bonsai is a magnificent and interesting practice by the Japanese of planting and sculpting trees. 2A bonsai is created by first planting a small cutting or seedling of a tree or shrub that has small leaves and produces branches. 3Pot confinement relates to keeping a tree small. 4From caring for a bonsai tree, growers learn patience and effort and use their creativity and imagination. 

Complete the statements by filling in the blanks.

1. Sentence one of the summary needs to be edited because 

__________________________________________________________.

2. Sentence two of the summary captures the main ideas of sentences ____, ____, and ____ in the text. 

3. Sentence three of the summary does not belong because ___________________________________.

4. The idea in sentence ______ of the text does not yet appear, but should appear, in the summary.

