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Unit 10: Texas Grows and Prospers: Cattle and Oil - Part 2: 
Growth of the Railroads and Agriculture
(Student Notes)
TEKS Objectives:

SS.7.6C Identify significant individuals, events, and issues from Reconstruction through the beginning of the 20th century, including the effects of the growth of railroads and the contributions of James Hogg. 

SS.7.6D Explain the political, economic and social impact of the agricultural industry and the development of West Texas resulting from the close of the frontier. 

SS.7.20C Analyze the effects of various scientific discoveries and technological innovations on the development of Texas such as advancements in the agricultural, energy, medical, computer, and aerospace industries. 

SS.7.20D Evaluate the effects of scientific discoveries and technological innovations on the use of resources such as fossil fuels, water, and land. 

Key Concepts:

· Transportation 
· Population distribution 
· trade 

Key Skills:

· Interpreting Text/Visual Sources
· ESP Categorization 

Academic Vocabulary:
· Prosperity, “Boom”, peak 
· Recession [contraction] 
· Depression [trough]; “Bust” 

· Recovery [expansion].  

· Inflation 

· Deflation 

Improved modes of transportation have an impact on population distribution, trade, and the economy. 
Growth of the Railroads and Agriculture 
Railroads came to Texas in the late 1870’s and 1880’s. Governor James Hogg [1880’s] began the Texas Railroad Commission to help regulate the railroad industry and ensure fair prices for transporting goods. 

The 1880’s - 1900’s in Texas saw a period of economic growth, agricultural growth, and increased immigration from many areas. This was also an era for populist reforms. 

Texas was so far removed from the most of the fighting during the Civil War that it was able to rebound quickly. In addition to ranching, new technology enabled farming to spread to drier areas of the state. 

· Windmills made underground water available in West Texas, drawing farmers as well as ranchers. 

· A new method of farming also spread across West Texas and the Panhandle. Known as dry farming, it involved plowing in a way that left layers of loose soil on top of the ground, thereby slowing evaporation. 

· Farming towns sprang up along railroad routes. 

A new system of farming, called tenant farming, came into existence after the Civil War. Landowners leased land to farmers in return for a share of the crop. In some cases landowners would provide tools, seeds and other supplies in return for a larger share of the crop (usually 50%). Farmers who were dependent on landowners for tools and supplies were called sharecroppers. 
Many tenant farmers and sharecroppers were former slaves who had worked in the fields prior to the Civil War. Tenant farming and sharecropping involved backbreaking work and little chance of getting ahead financially. 
The system survived and grew in the post-war years because it addressed the economic problems of the time – landowners lacked money to pay farm workers and large numbers of former slaves needed work. Trading labor for a place to work and a share of the profits was at least some solution to the problem. 

Although railroads made it much easier for farmers to get their goods to market, farmers came to believe that they were being overcharged by the railroads. Increasing expenses and decreasing prices for farm crops led to economic hardship for many farmers. One response to these difficulties was the creation of organizations meant to help farmers by bringing about reforms. 

1. The Grange established stores where member farmers could buy goods at reduced prices. It also tried to convince state legislators to do something about unfair railroad shipping charges. 

2. The Farmers’ Alliance tried to increase profits by negotiating directly with cotton mills, rather than having contracts worked out by middlemen for a fee. 

3. Some Alliance members founded the Texas People’s Party (or Populist Party) which was active in several states in the 1890s. 
Economic cycles can affect one industry or segment of the economy or several segments. The more widespread the effect, the more serious the economic problem. 

Prosperity, “Boom”, peak - high employment, high production, stable prices 

Recession [contraction] - declining employment, declining prices, decreasing production 

Depression [trough]; “Bust” - a period of declining employment, declining prices, decreasing production. A prolonged period like this can threaten the entire economy. 

Recovery [expansion] - increasing production, rising employment, general optimism about the economic future. 

Inflation - a period of generally rising prices. The value of the dollar is declining and therefore buys less. 

Deflation - a period of generally declining prices. The value of the dollar increases and therefore buys more. 
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The Three Cs of Texas: Cattle, Cotton, Corn
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Cotton Production in Texas (1849-1899)

1849 - 100,000 Bales of Cotton

1859 – 450,000 Bales of Cotton

1869 – 350,000 Bales of Cotton

1879 – 750,000 Bales of Cotton

1889 – 1,500,000 Bales of Cotton

1899 – 3,500,000 Bales of Cotton

After the Civil War, cotton production in Texas had a slight decrease, then a steady increase.

Railroad Timeline 
1861 – Civil War Begins; 400 miles of railroad tracks in Texas

1865 – Civil War ends.

1868 – Meat packing industry established in Victoria

1870 – Railroads begin expansion in Texas.

1871 – First passenger train reaches Austin.

1872 – Railroad connects Texas to other states.

1880’s – Three major railroads operate in Texas.
1900 – 10,000 miles of track laid in Texas.

Texas railroad mileage increased from approximately 400 miles of track in 1870 to over 10,000 miles of track by 1900. 

Railroad changes = population distribution from rural and coastal areas; providing quick, safe, non-water bound transportation routes.

Other industries grew in Texas as a result of the railroads: steel, meat packing, mining and manufacturing, and the use of another new invention, the telephone. 

Most Texans in the late 1800s were cotton farmers. Cotton was grown throughout the state and soon became the most valuable crop grown in Texas. 

Cattle


 Subsistence/Cash Stock


Used for food


Provided cash from hides and other by-products





Corn


Subsistence Crop


Used for food


Used to feed livestock








Cotton


Cash Crop


Sold in the U.S. & Europe


Traded for other goods











