Unit 9: Texas Government- Comparing Constitutions: The U.S. and Texas Constitutions  (Guided Reading)
Guiding Questions
1. Democratic government is based on _______________________________ [the idea that people are the source of government power]. 
2. The principles of republicanism, popular sovereignty, and individual rights explain how groups/ individuals get power in a limited [democratic] government. 
3. It is the responsibility of organized government to protect the ______________________________________

4. Constitutions provide ______________________________________________, detailing how power is acquired and distributed for a group of people. 

Principles of Government and the Constitution
5. In a Limited Government, who creates the governments?

6.  What limits the power of government?

7. What are individual rights?

8. What are some examples of individual rights?

9. Under federalism, power is divided between the _____________________ government & the ______________________ government.

10. The system of __________________________________ power is controlled by the three branches of government watching each other and having the power to approve or disapprove certain actions of the other branches. [veto] 

11.  What is Separation of powers? 
	Branches of Government
	Who makes up each branch?
	What is the function of the branch?

	1.
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	


Comparing Constitutions: The U.S. and Texas Constitutions
13.   When was the U.S. Constitution written? When was it ratified?
14.    When was the Bill of Rights added to the Constitution?
15.    What is the goal of government?
16. What is popular sovereignty? 
Compare/Contrast the U.S. Constitution to the Texas Constitution (provide at least 4 for each)
U.S. Constitution               Similarities                    Texas Constitution
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